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Ms. Araceli Castaneda is the assistant director of the Public Utility Research 

Center at the University of Florida (PURC).  Araceli is responsible for representing 
PURC at international events, conducting training on leadership topics, and managing 
PURC’s operations and financial matters.  Since she joined PURC in February 2003, 
Araceli has held different positions.  She has been the director of the PURC/World Bank 
International Training Program on Utility Regulation and Strategy, and has coordinated a 
number of programs and research projects in the U.S. and abroad.   

 
Araceli’s past professional experience includes being a team leader for the 

international insurance company, tour guide for various organizations, English language 
teacher, and interpreter and translator for the central government in Spain.     

 
Araceli was born in the Canary Islands.  She studied translation at the University 

of Rouen, France, obtained her Master’s in English Philology from the University of La 
Laguna, Spain and completed her post-graduate studies in English teaching methodology 
at the University of Salamanca, Spain.   

 
 


